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2020 

Hall of Fame Inductees 
Phil Infusino 

& 
West Essex High School 

2003-04 State Champions 
 

Previous Inductees 
2018 Ralph Dugan 

2018 Tom Pengitore 
2016 West Essex Team 

1977-78 
2016 Keith Wright 

Thomas Fraioli 
2012 Chip Grabowski 
2012 Mike Giampapa 

Player-Coach 

Induction ceremony  

September 26, 2021  
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Ben Leuzzi loved hockey and was well known and 
loved by not just the hockey community but the entire 
youth sports community in Northern New Jersey.  
Ben was inducted into the New Jersey High School 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 2014 for his many contribu-
tions to the sport. He was an integral part of the Board 
of Directors that founded the NJIHHOF in 2010 and 
the main force behind the many sponsors and ads in 
the original programs. We dedicate this program to 
Ben and lovingly refer to it as Benôs Book.  
 

In 1972 Ben opened Verona Sports, 
where many a young hockey player 
would to purchase their equipment and 
have their skates sharpened by Benôs 
dad Roland Leuzzi. In January of 
2020, Ben retired and closed the doors 
of Verona Sports, sadly he passed 
away on March 2, 2021 at the age of 
81. As the owner of Verona Sports for 
five decades he catered to not just hockey but to all sports. He shared his 
knowledge of hockey with many generations of players and employed 

many of them too. Ben was involved in hockey 
for more than 60 years, starting in 1957 when he 
helped to build an ice rink on Passaic Ave. in 
Fairfield. A few months later the Willowbrook 
Rink opened where Ben, at the age of 18, 
formed a team called the Caldwell Jets and he 
was the owner, manager and the goalie.  The Jets 
later became part of the Garden State League.  A 
few years later Ben established the Golden 
Blades hockey team which gave high school 
players a chance to play hockey year round at a 

higher level and to get better competitive experience.  In the 1970ôs Ben 
became involved at Seton Hall 
Prep with Coach John Warchol as 
a goaltender coach. He stayed 
involved by being instrumental in 
the JV Hockey Program at Seton 
Hall Prep so that players would 
have the opportunity to get better 
and advance to the Varsity pro-
gram.  Ben than began coordinat-
ing the JV league which grew to 
10 teams in the Essex County area.  Ben also coordinated the Seton Hall 
summer clinics.  Ben will truly be missed.  

Roland Benjamin ñBenò Leuzzi 
1939 - 2021 



PLAYERS  
GOALIE 

Mark Balzarotti 
Delbarton 
 
DEFENSEMEN 

Keith Bland 
St. Joseph Montvale 

John Olin 
Lawrenceville 

Joe Walker 
Brick 
 
FORWARDS 

Chris Bellino 
Verona 

Jeffrey Brow 
CBA 

Jim Carlucci 
Brick 

Phillip Infusino  
West Essex 

Jeff  Ohlweiler 
Chatham Township 

Dennis Palaia 
Morris Knolls 

Alex Rauter 
Chatham 

Ian Winer 
Morris Knolls 
 
COACHES 

Tim Mullin  
Ridge 

Keith Nixon  
Summit 
 
OFFICIAL  
Jack Lally 
 
CONTRIBUTORS TO 
THE GAME  
Ken Mullen 
 
TEAMS 

Chatham Township 
(1975-76) 

Bergen Catholic 
(2002-03) 

West Essex 
(2003-04) 
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF  
THE INDUCTEES TO THE  

HALL OF FAME  
2020 

The Gordon Cup has become symbolic of 
supremacy in High School Hockey.  Every 
high school student who has ever played 
hockey in the North Jersey Scholastic Hockey 
League has dreamed of his team winning the 
Gordon Cup.  Each team that wins can boast 
of having achieved the highest level of skill.  
The Gordon Cup is a reminder of how the 
sport of high school hockey has grown in the 
State of New Jersey from a minor struggling 
athletic activity to a major sport. 



1976 & 1977 
Brick Township 
1978 - West Essex 
1979 - Brick Township 
1980 - Livingston 
1981 - Montclair 
1982 - Livingston 
1983 - CBA 
1984 & 1985 
St. Joseph (Montvale) 
1986 - Brick Township 
1987 & 1988 
Montclair 
1989 - St. Joseph 
(Montvale) & Delbarton 
1990 - Brick Township 
1991 
St. Joseph (Montvale) 
1992 - Delbarton 
1993 - Toms River N 
1994 - CBA 
1995 
Public: Montclair 
Parochial: CBA 
1996 
Public: Brick Township 
Parochial: CBA 
1997 
Public: Brick Township 
Parochial: Seton Hall  
1998 
Public: Brick Township 
Parochial: Seton Hall  
1999 
Public: Brick Township 
Parochial: Seton Hall  
2000 
Public: Bayonne 
Parochial: Hudson Cath. 
2001 
Public: Clifton 

Parochial: Bergen Cath.  
2002 
Public: Brick Township 
Parochial: Delbarton 
2003 
Public: Randolph 
Parochial: Bergen Cath. 
2004 
Public: West Essex 
Parochial: Seton Hall 
2005 
Public: Morris Knolls 
Non-Pub: CBA 
2006 
Public: Randolph 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2007 
Public: Randolph 
Non-Pub: St. Aug. Prep 
2008 
Public A: Ridge 
Public B: Kinnelon 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2009 
Public A: Randolph 
Public B: Ramsey 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2010 
Public A: Toms River S 
Public B: West Essex 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2011 
Public A: Randolph 
Public B: Chatham 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2012 
Public A: Randolph 
Public B: Summit 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2013 
Public A: Randolph 

Public B: Chatham 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2014 
Public A: Morris Knolls 
Public B: Morristown 
Non-Pub: Morristown 
Beard/CBA 
2015 
Public A: Randolph 
Public B: Middletown N 
Non-Pub: CBA 
2016 
Public A: Morristown 
Public B: Ramsey 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2017 
Public A: Ridge 
Public B: Glen Rock 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2018 
Public A: Hunt Central 
Public B: N. Highlands 
Public C: Summit 
Non-Pub: Delbarton 
2019 
Public A: Morris Knolls 
Public B: Ridge 
Public C: Summit 
Non-Pub: Don Bosco 
2020 
Public A: Morris Knolls 
Public B: Randolph 
Public C: Summit 
Non-Pub: CBA 

NJ STATE HIGH SCHOOL  
ICE HOCKEY CHAMPIONS  

PROGRAM 

WELCOME  
Mike Giampapa 

 
DINNER  

 
CEREMONY  
Pete Caggiano 

 
ENSHRINEMENT CEREMON IES 

 
CLOSING REMARKS 

 



Welcome to the sixth New Jersey  
High School Ice Hockey Hall of  Fame Ceremony.  
The sport has come a long way in the Garden State 
since the formation of  the North Jersey Scholastic 
League in the winter of  1958 - 59.  Only five teams 
were involved in league competition at that time. 

 
The Sport began to take off  after the first state  

championship game was held in March of  1976 at 
Mennen Arena, between Brick and Chatham  

Township. Now there are more than 200 high school 
ice hockey teams in the state of  New Jersey. 

 
Today, recognition is given to the athletic achievements 

and exceptional service of  16 individuals and three 
teams.   

 
Congratulations to all of  the 2020 honorees  

and their families.  
 

WELCOME  

Chip Bruce 
Paul Bruno 

Harvey Cohen 
Michael Dianora 
Tony Del Tufo 
Reynold Fauci 

Mike Giampapa 
Peter Lanigan 

Ben Leuzzi (Deceased) 

John Magadini 
Frank McGady 
Paul McInnis 

Tom Pengitore 
Cory Robinson 

Bob Smith 
Bob Triebe 

John Warchol 
Kevin Fox 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PAST EVENTS 


